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We can use these challenging times as an opportunity to: 

� Reshape and transform our system of education for the 21st century. 
� Recruit, retain and retrain effective teachers. 
� Utilize innovations that focus more of Minnesota’s $14 billion K-12 investment on 

improving student achievement.    
 
Governor Pawlenty’s proposed education budget includes about $161 million in new K-12 
education funding for fiscal year 2010 and 2011, along with several reforms to better prepare 
Minnesota students for success in the 21st century.  
 
Proposals  

Teaching Transformation Act 

• Expand Minnesota’s nation-leading Q Comp program to 
every Minnesota school.  For school districts currently not 
in Q Comp, this proposal would permanently increase per 
pupil funding by an amount comparable to a 5 percent 
increase in the general education funding formula. 

• Create mid-career alternative programs to recruit more 
mid-career professionals to teaching.   

• Create UTeach to offer incentives to recruit teachers to 
subject areas experiencing shortages, including math and 
science.   

• Improve teacher preparation programs at Minnesota colleges and universities.  

• Expand Math and Science Teacher Academies.  
 
Pay for Progress  

School District Pay for Progress that will reshape the performance of Minnesota’s K-12 
system.  Increase school district funding by up to an additional 2 percent per student for 
students meeting standards or at least showing reasonable progress toward achievement.    

(over) 
 

Challenges  
• In 1950, 80 percent of jobs were classified as “unskilled.” Now, an estimated 85 

percent of jobs are classified as “skilled,” requiring education beyond high school. 
At the same time, 60 percent of future jobs will require training that only 20 percent 
of today’s workers possess. 

• The top 10 in-demand jobs in 2010 didn’t exist in 2004. 
• The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that today’s learner will have 10-14 jobs by 

age 38. 
• 30 percent of new Minnesota teachers hired in 2001 had left the classroom five years 

later. 
• About 46 percent of current Minnesota teachers are projected to retire over the next 

12 years. 

 

Q Comp 

participation  
44 school districts 

28 charter schools  

These districts and 

charter schools serve a 

total of 255,000 

students. 
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Online Education 

The state’s high school graduation standards will require every graduate to take an online 
course, participate in an online experience or participate in online experiences 
incorporated into other graduation requirements.  

 

Principals Institute  

The Minnesota Principals Academy will continue to provide Minnesota school principals 
with training needed to help develop 21st century leadership skills.  

 

Summer of Success  

Summer of Success will provide an intensive 
remediation program targeted to students not yet 
proficient on the 8th grade state assessments in reading 
and math. By focusing on at-risk students who are 
struggling in 8th grade, this program will better increase 
their chances for success in high school and beyond. 
 

Shared Services  

Shared Services is a bipartisan proposal to require Minnesota school districts and charter 
schools to combine efforts to reduce costs.  The proposal will compel schools to pool 
limited resources in order to deliver more cost-effective services, redirect administrative 
costs, and reduce duplication.  

 

Collective Bargaining Reforms for School Districts  

Eliminate teacher strikes by changing the way school districts and teacher unions 
negotiate and settle labor contracts to have these matters resolved in a fair arbitration 
process.   This also includes a repeal of the $25/student penalty for school districts failing 
to reach a teacher contract settlement by January 15, 2010. 

 
 

### 
 

Currently, just over 30 percent 
of Minnesota 11th graders are 
proficient in math, compared 
to 64 percent of 6th graders. 

 


	 

